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THE DISCONSOL ATE 
S- GEORGE SOND $, &c; 


Sad Sir, 
wagasting a ranger to your perſon , I ſhall bee ſecured 
TIDY ( Iprcſume ) from prejudice, and freed from the 
SEW worlds cenſure whilſt it cannot be imagined, 
or ſaid without an high guilt of malice,, that, zx 
ZIGRS compiling this work ( which I did too at others re- 
gueſts) 1 aimed at any other intereſt, or had any defign , bue 
onely the.glory of God in the manifeſtation of his. mercy and 
juſtice. log En 
I confefle, Sir, Thad a little acquaintance with your mourn- 
ing penne in a moſt Chriſtian and Fatherlike letter to your ſor- 
rowing condemned Son, Dated Ang. 20, wherein you ated the 
part of a tender Father, and more, of a Divine, ag appears by 
your large and pious exhortations, advifing him not to defpaic 


of mercy and forgivencfſe; ** For that mans finne cannot beſo 


<& great but God's mercy is greater,and that Hell is only full of 
« impenirent ſouls, preſling him to beware of ſe]i-deceiving , to 
« deal plainly .and early with his God by judging and con- 
«demning hiumfelf for his marchlcfle fin , and notto doubt, 
& but upomhis-humblc and hearty ſorrow fer it, he ſhould find 
<« that- made goodto his I the Theef upon the Gee 
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E<heardfrom the ſweet lips of our Lord Jeſus, Thes day ſhall 
thou be with me in Paradiſe, Beſides this to him,T had the ſight of 
twoLetters more,by you written to the honored, Sir Humphrey 
Twafton, Knight and Baronet, Sheriffe, 8&c. one dated Auguit 15- 
the other 16. © Wherein you did moſt humbly beg and intreat , 
(ir is your own phraſe ) that he would beplcaſed to reſpite the 
execution for a ſhort time, upon this ground, ( which was the 
chicfcſt cauſe ef your earneſt requeſt ) that it might conduce 
much to the good of your S's poor ſoul : And of this you 
were ured by a few lines from me, the night before he ſhould 
have ſuffercd, and fo fallefiinto the boſome of Xternity, which 
that it might be of joy and everlaſting happinefſe, was the ſub- 
J3e& of your praycis andpen, which joyncd ifſue with our Mi- 
nifteriall atings and afhiſtances, of which he had ( by Gods 
bleſſiingYa plentifull meaſure. 

= ; aid weil in your Letter to him ,' that it was not all 
«the prayers, and tears, and crics of all the godly Minifters a- 
© bout him; nor the carncſt beggings of your ſelfe his Father, 
< nor the Churches publick interceſſions, which could work his 
&* canverſion, and obtain a pardon for him', unlefſe his heart 
« went along with ours, and combined with our holy cndea- 
* yours; unlefſc he begg'd it of God himſclfe with carneſt ſup= 
< plications, you ſaid rruely, that all would bein yain. The 
©hotceſt Sun cannot make a dead Tree live ; nor the ſtrongeft 
© blowing kindle firc in a dead cole: ifthere be no ſap in the 
© root, the Sun doth but dry, and not cnliven the Tree; and if 
© no heat of fire Hes under the Aſhes, all the blowings will never 
© make it to burn. ( Theſe are your own words. Y Then beſpea- 
king your Son, you adde this; * Fhope thou haſt ſome ſparks of 
« race in Thee, though dceply buricd under a world of rub- 
<« biſh: and 1 hopcall thoſe gody bellowes (you mean the breath 
& of the Minfters) willblow that away , and make thy fire of 
E©true repentance, and godly forrow burn clear, and make thee 
«able truly to lay with the prodigall, Father [ h.v: ſinned a- 
« oainit Heater, and againſt Thee, and am no more worthy to be 
© called thy Sev: Then he will embrace thee in the armes of 
© his mercy, he will fcaft thee in his heavenly manfions, and -ſay 
unto 
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& yznto thee, Thon wert loft but now art found , thou waft dead 
« *to fin, but now thou artalive in Chrift, &c. Oh happy ſad- 
c« neffe,if it produce this joy! Oh happy death if it procure thee 
'£ this bleſſed life! Happy change, to leave a finfull world, and 
cc a fea of miſery, togo to an haven of blifſe, &c. Theſe are the 
breathings of your Soul; and as you preſaged and'wifhed ; there 
we hope your converted Son is now holding the glorious face 
of his Lord Jeſus. Now Sir,, Who but the malicious ( who 
look with a ſquint eye upan all good intents and aftions_) will 
not ſay, that you had in you towards your provoking ſon, the 
ſame bowels that David had inhim towards his Abſalom 2 
Who can imagine that he can be guilty of diſcouraging ſeverity 
to his child, to whom he uſed too much cockering indulgence 
In his life, and of whom he was ſo charitably carectull and for- 
giving before his death. Iconfefic that the ſweereſt Wines turn 
to the ſharpeſt vinegar, and the beft love, abuſed inte hatred, 
and the worſt diſpleaſure. An at ofdiſobedience,.and contempt 
of command , from one whom we have admitted into a dee 
affeQion, is ever entertain'd with greater diſlike, repaid wit 
frownes, neglc&, and ſighting, Thus a command from you his 
Fa:her, in reference to his elder Brother, being not obeyed, 
forced you toa paternall ſcveritic, to threats, &c. which were 
not a ſufficient ground to provoke him to that bloody a&, un- 
leffe a melancholy paſſion ( h being deeply in love with .a fair 
Gentlewrman) toge her with a Biabolical ſuggeftion, had 
(Gods grace for atiime deſerting him) poſleffed his heart, and 
carried on his hand to attempt and a& fo horrid atin. 


Sir, Yon do like a Chriſtian inthe cloſe of your Letter to- 
bim, in charging your felfe with a fault, for which, it may be; | 
God brought on- you this heavy judgment: It was old Ele's * 


fin, your too much ſoftneſſe and gentlenefſe:Do-/o ws more mySon, 
was Eli's, 1 Sams. 2.14. the ſame your oft . and. ſoft expreſſion 
(as you atteſt) tohim : You ſay, Yox ought to have gone higher , 
and I believe you did. when you went to your heavenly Father 
by prayer , for amending what was amiff, in him ; but to-go 
higher in paſſion, might have made you fallen lower in his; and 
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your friends efterm : And it is a piece of your Sonnes glory, "a 
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inall his ſuffcrings, reſtraints, and high provocations from on? 
of your unworthy ſervants , he never diicovered any paſſion or 
impatience, but meckly, with a compoſed countenance, uſed to 
pray for him, and the reſt of his barbareus revilers, andiay, God 
forgive them. 

A moderate correQion and reproofe, carried on wich modc- 
ration, becomes the perions of 4ſaſters to their Servants, 7 tors 
to their Pupills, and Parezts to their children, Too much ſe- 
verity , and too much remitſencfſe from them , hath deſtroyed 
many : Some hearts like clay, are hardened by the San-ſhine of 
favours and gentlenefſc: To ſay with that old Ei, Why ao ye ſo? 
to ſay this (and no more) with a gentle voyce , when the fin 
deſerves the thunder of a bold and Majeftick reprehcnfion, or 
more; ſuch an cafie reproof doth encourage wickednefſe , and 
makes it meaſure itſelfe by that fleight cenſure , and thinks it 
ſelf: light, becauſe it finds no greater weight from its reprover, 
As itis with il] humors, that a weak Doſe doth but ftirre and 
anger them ,; andnot bring them off: ſoic farcth with fins 
«Ted by jnferiors, ſome whereof being ofa greater magnitude, 
and deeper ſtain, get growth and cnereaſe by remifſe 1efſe. To 
trouble you no more with a farther gloſfſe upon your confeſſion , 
1 ſhall only adde this as a caution to all parents: They that arc 
indulgent, are cruell to themſelves and their poſteritie:: Had you 
been more ſevere, you might have had two Sons living to be 
the prop of your family, and lefſe ſorrow , which is augmented, 
by your rcfle&ing on your indulgency and loving care of them) 
which by them was (as it ſeemes) abuſed,. and not improved co 
that height of pietic, as was by you, their Father, intended. I 
hope this complicate fin 5» you a»d them hath mer wich a grati- 
ous pardon from the God of mercy ,' your Father, which is in 
heaven , whowill in his goud time drie up the ſtream of yaur 
ſorrow, which now runs full , ſo that I conceive it vaine to 
oppoſe counſell, or togo about to top that torrent, which 
will runne over the banks of nature, and never ceaſe , 'rill 
it be bounded with graceand comfort from the God of patience. 
I confeſſe , ſuch loſſes ( the loffe of Children ) when they come 
. fingle affli& us, but when double, aſtoniſh and dcagar our 

pirics 


(3 
Spirits even to impaticnce. A Wiſe.is a mans ſelf divided, -Chils 
dren himſclt mulciplied, and at once blow to looſe all, is enciugh 
cobattey the greateſt courage , and it is a mercy if thatman bee 
not with immoderate grief diftraed. | 

But good fir remember that ſaying of that brave Spartane La» 
dy, who hearing of the death of her two Sons in one day, one- 
ly ceplyed thug with an undaunted courage(though in another 
language ) peperimortales; © what newes 's it for thoſe that carry 
6c Cub in their names and natures to die? 0 more hath it befallen 
thens then was expetted: But fo was not your Sons death, it was 
ſodain and uncxpeRed, and as providence or forefight abatcs 
grict, and diſcountenances a mt » fo now that you could not 
foreſec this bloody ſtorm , by ſo much muſt your grief be aug- 
mented: I profefſe I mourn with you in ſecret, and at this hour 
tears are ready to mingle with mine Ink, and could I mitigate 
. your ſorrow by bcaringa part with you, I wiſh my burden 
might be your caſe;-but let metcll you, that now is the tryal of 
yourſpirit and Chriſtianity, you arc now in the liſts, . ſet upon 
by a Liexand a Bear, two of Gods ficrce afflitions , one Sonne 
murthered, another executed, notwihitanding this , ſhew your 
fortitude and patience ;| and hereby approve to us in this great 
difficultieand heavy ſtraic., that you have all this while been a 
Chriſtian in carneſt; Refigne up your ſclf and all that youhave 
to God, to be diſpoſed by him the doner according to his 
00d willand pleafure', ſay with thoſe humble ones to Saint 
Pandl, the will ff the Lord be done, As 21. 14; And be ready to 
ſuffer paticntly more for him , who hath done and ſuffered ſo 
_—_ __ _ —_ = : Our _-— a. forthe glory that 
was ſct before him, ezauxed the.Croſſe, and deſpiſed the ſhame, 
Heb..12. 2. 'Fhb xt) w ; had in his _—_ Me Faro. 
his death, and what I then ſaid to him, I repeat to you, ſolong 
as glory may redound to God by his ſhameful death upon a 
| Gibbetr,do you take comfort and glory in it. Reſolve hence- 
forward to a& what the noble Matron in St. Hierom once ſaid, 
and'did,when ſhe had at onetime the corps of her deadihusband, 
and' the bodics of her two onely Sons ſlain in the field expoſed 


to her view, onely replyed thus with weeping cics, & by rhis 7 
«hall 
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= ſhall learne to tak off Wy heart from t be world, and ſerve my 


«< God with more attention and greater devotion, being more fre- 
© Twent in praier and reading of his ho'y word, Thus did ſhe, and 
thus if you do, putting into praice that counſel!” which Da- 
viel gave to the King of Babylon, Dan. 4. 24. Then will God 
when he ſces it fit ( and the times being in his hands, his ſea. 
ſons arc beſt ) Then will God turn the darkneffe of your ſoy: 
row intq brightneſſe of joy, your (adnefle into comfort, he will 
do by you as he did by Jb_, He will 5/eſſe your latter end more 


then your beginning, and inthe end of your daics you-ſhall cloſe, 


ng 


up your cics with full aſſurance of enjoying the foul-raviſtfi 
preſence, and bcholding the ſaving cytimtenance of Chritt in 
Heaven, Where when you {hal ſee your Sou(with greater finners 
then he that repented )crown'd with immortality and adyan= 
ced toglory, you ſhall have a juſt cauſe to ſay and fing with 
. them in the Revelation, Chap. 15+ 3. © Great marvellogs are 


\ "thy works, Lord God Almighty, juit and true ar# thy waies thou 
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LM King of Saints. Chap. 7.12. Bleſſing, and g/ory, and wiſdome, 
*ard t anksgiving , and honour , and power and might be unto ouy 
\: God for ever was, ever. Amen. Tothis God _ the God of 
! Conſolation, who is ableto comfort and te keep you from falling, and 
preſent you fanitleſſe before the preſence of his glory with ex. 
Wieeding joy, I commend your ſad ſoul, and reft 


— Tour loving though unknown friend 
x From my Brothers .7;. to ſerve you inthe Lord Jeſus, 
©”  houſein Teffon, pRT Ns 

SIS... |, 2.4. AugeI65 5s 
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' FREEMAN SONDS, Eſa; ve. 


Chriſtians, | 
PIREYEHcn you har orread his namegyou wil lookfor a 
NV Monſter in Nature, or,(as the Phariſce'once laid) 
>. one ot like other meu, Luk 10. 11./So hortid', *(o 
g& unhcardof, ſo unnaturall was the fa&; ' that1 
«os confcile, when [ firſt made my addreffes' tohim at 
Mr. Fofters houſe in Maidſtone: I plainly told him, that © 7'ex- 
& netted to ſee the head of a Monſttr , (a Brar or @' J: jor 
& por the ſhon!ders of a man; $6 amazed (eveii'to misbeliete ?) - 
was[ atthe firſt report of the'murther, CVD 
For who would think that Brethren, and they but 
two, nurs'd up in the lap of Religion, and boſomes of the 
Church, ſhould not love each other? diſperſed love, that is cuc 
into many ſtreams grow's weak,but fewnefſeof Objets uſeth to 
unite affe&ions. And if two Brothers be lefc alive of many,” wee 
think thar the love of all the reft ſhould center and ſurvive in 
them, and tht the beams of their affc&ion ſhould be ſo much 
the better, becauſe they refle&t mutually in a right line upon 
cach other, Put the Devs//, rhat ſet enmity between Man-and 
God ſets enmity between Man and Max. Thus by the malice 
of this foul Spirit in the beginning of the world, the Elder 
Cain proved the Butcher of the yonger Abel; butnow, when 
the world iz drawing to its laft period, the younger kills the El» 
der, - and. murther*d himſelf, too in- his Brother, But what 
was the occafion of both nucthers? y was Emvie The Father of 
TAder = 
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q 8) : o bovos Gove welnp. 
mrther, as Baſil of Seleucia calls it, #75 pins miltty, the Corrafive 
of albilf minds,and cheroot ofall deſperate a&ions. Abe?s(acri- 
ce ts 26cepted, and Cars rejefted zwas Abel ro bee blamed for 
this? It ſhould have been Carz's joy to ſee his Brother Abel proſ- 
per, and to _— his we row fairer, as it ſhould 
hayc been hig ſorrew to fee thathiuſelf had deſerved a reje&ion 
th his Hitenly Fabba: 7 5» ee M ſtould have 
dire&ed him to labour for acceptance and Grace with God , 
his Creator: was Cainever thcabther from obtaining a bleſſing, 


Fae enaied ly and Malnele Toth arte 1 


makes a man hate that goodneſſe in another, which he negle&s- 
in argc kr bates - Brother is a Murtherer.1'Joh. 
3+ 15x Blopd and cruelty arc the Attendants of Envie ; it was 
ent blaaduria IE it. feeds. not. on another's heart , it will zar 
its own; and.unlefie it be teftrained by the bridle of Grace, ic 
wilt nor reftcill icbce fed with another's ruine. If there bean 
evilt heart, there will be an evill cyc,/and it both theſe combine, 
the hand at laſt will be guilcy, This Envie 5s a waſpof Saran , 
bergtedagig]e arig{ualer, To Gregory termes it, it i3 a plant.ofthe 
' Devills ſacingin.cheheart ofman, and growes onely when tc 3s 
watered with ſhowers of blood , T mean other mens Toes and 
aMi&ing gricfes. - It choaks the' ſeed of all good Edicati- 
on 3 for if this could, have prevail'd over an envious diſpofiti- 
-©n, Cain had not been a murtherer, neither had the yong Sonds 
kilfd-his brocker.. F-o\d 
- - Doubtleſſe Adaws though. ix Paradiſe not innocent, yetwas 
'u good man ovr-of it; his finne and fall now made him religi- 
ouſly circumſpe&, ſo that he Jaboured by all holy endeavours 
to txpair that image /in his two ſons , which he had loſt by his 
weſpdſe incetingthec forbidden fruit: Notwithſtanding this his 
are; he could not prevent that murther. Good breeding cannot 
aler Deftiny': A-mans valt- rcading and knowledge on Earth , 
cannot alter whatis written in heaven. | 
- May we not believe the charge ofa Father to a dying Son? 
are not. theſe Sir George Sounds his very words to him in his 
lab Iter, Cbichhe received che day before he (yffered "© 
ONT ' "0 Fr ecmaty 


| CY /A5d 
«& Freerndn; roufe up thy. Icift like & main} fire: vp the: graces 
©< that 'Fhopcare Mhedacbaes -T how ba hee inffoneied ide the# 
© waies of Callers, Sromoerhili then Ada/ierry whd 7 xthers 
® when they waſt abrbadiiokerp t hid is 1hema'( He was for! a: -flidtt 
tirzxe educated in 'Sidvey Colledge in Cambridge , about fri 
years ſince , under one Maſter Mathews, a religious , godly; 
and learned man © and: at home them haſt had thy Father 
6 connſell and eviumple Cwemutt give leave to the. Knight: ta 
ſpeak hinſelfealicele- m ſo-weighty abqlinefſe 5 it is nor (chfe+ 
fartery, 'but juſt vindication: of the worlds.cenfuresY © He 
never faild to make you and your brother read the Scriptures , and 
conſtantly hrmfelfo prayel with you , xnd.calFdaupan you to betake 
& pour ſekues bo yo? private devorions : and ftil! had ym t6 Charch 
«ep hear the be%# mon , ani the Goulirft' Sermons , Aud would dif- 
& courſe unto you of What 94s y0ouched.\' fs albtbixleſtToonankigns 
Now give the leave to-ſubjoyne, ' and make anſ(wer-to this 
ue k willa peer 25.00 lite and death that ir-was nor laſh, 
ugh thoſe fparks were cven blown out! with theiblaſt ofa 
rotis- teinptarion ; raiſed fivav. aniohvious diſcontent, 'thins 
inghe had loſt his Fathers love. orithar tis: brother, - had 
tos? muck}, and he 606 linte-of ic; 'which was" only vail'd 
6 with frownes for a tine, and'mantled with threats, follow 
in a& ofhis difobed#ence, 'When. he. had given: his ſkeepi 
Brother the firft deadly blow'on the right fide of iis head 4 wick 
che back bf 4 Cleaver, taken outof-dhe Kitchen the: 1Sunday 
night before he did thefa@; he,” aftor the firſt blow, faid z; he ta Mz 


| the reft to ſee how deephehad wounded him, and finding 
l bca mortaf}wound(having broken the skull his brother 
eching bimſelfe 61 his bed , and-traggling for life, and 

keritg from thencerbathe was in' greartorment;; difcov 
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then, ever in that ſtorm of cemprationy ſo muckof a relentihg 
ſpiric, chavro pet/him- out- of his pain Cat: which-he confefſed 
come , He ws -Fadly troubled ) he'did reiterate hisblowes 
with a D; RE Rei dts kis pocket. When had heard 
this fer % 
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FTdemringed: oftiim  licds before he dyed, what 
'entertain'd Ng” broaft of himſelfe, 'when hehad 
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(10) 
committed fo foul a fat: He replyed,. that he thought he was 
for this-world utterly undone . and often in our hearing he 
wiſhed;chat that hand were cut off ihat did it. "S, 
When he had thus imbrued his hands in-his Brothers blood, he 
threw.the Cleaver out of a window into the Garden, and came 
with great confuſion and diſturbance in- his face into his Fathers 
Bed-chamber, adjoyning to his Brotliers, with the dagger in-bis 
pocket;(furely he had no farther intentions of murther;God'rc- 
ſtraining the malicious power of Satan)and undrawing theCur- 
eainsſhook his Father by the ſhoulder,who,being thus awaken'd 
vutof his ſleep,recciv'd from his\mouth this heart-breaking meſ- 
ſage, Father, / have killed my brother ; He being aftoniſhed art it, 
made this reply with much horror ,. #hat ſayeſt thau?. haſt thou 
wretch,:killed thy brother? then you-were b_/t ball me'too: The ſon 
replied, Ns Sir, have doze enongh-(Fam ſure it was too much ). 
The Father, Sir George , upon this, ſaid, #hy then, you muſt 
ok tobe banged : And preſently (pringing out of his bed, took 
his Son along with him ;: to behold-; his bleeding Brother ,, and, 
called inthe Servants to ſcize on the other , which was imme- 
diatcly:done;! and after he had-liena while upon-his mournfy]l 
bed, an Officer comming in, ſeized ion his perſon,, and carried 
kim the ſameday to an houſe adjoyning to his Fathers , where 
he ftayed that night under guard, and from thence, about noon 
the next day , he was brought to Maidftor ( the Aſſizes. being! 
there):and delivered:to theicuſtody of Maſter FoFer, the Prifon- 
keeper z a civill /honeft man: who carried: him to the Gaol: ,, 
where (though it were ſtench'd with-the noyſome ſent of pri= 
ſoners )hebehaycd himſclfe with great patience and:meeknefle.. 
bat night he was , our of reſpe@to his Family , conveycd to. 
the- Keepers houſe, and the next day, bong Thurdiog, the 9th. 
of this Month , brought tothe Bar, ( after his pre-cxamination: 
before Sr, Michael Liveſly, & Sr,Tho.Stiles, with other Juſtices) 
where the Inditment was read, that charged him upon the two 
Scatutes of Stabbing & Murt her; and being asked what-he could 
Plcad for himſelf againſt the charge of kiling his brother:he cry- 
ed Guilty,and ſhewed a great willingneſs ſuffer death for thar 
barharous faR., as.appear'd by his mild compoſed = 
en 


(13) 
then atthe barre, which ſtrook the Judges and Juſtices, with the 
ether Gentlemen of, the Coumty thep preſent , 'with anaſtoni- 
ſhing amazement, bas 
_ Having thus pleaded guilty , he was carried to the Dungeon 
inthe Grote, abirbdon emned+ 9p are alwaics put, /whi- 
ther divers perſons reforted unto him , and finding him in that 
loathſome place( there being,nothing but a Jakes to fit upon ) 
asked him if he were not fick , and how hecould endure it ? 
He replyed , That it was more pleaſant to him then his Fathers 
Dining-room ( which is, as I hear, a place of great Magnificcnce) 
nor arank one drop tilFtenneat night 3 ſo ſoberly paticnt was 
he then, and all the time of his impriſonment till death. From 
the Dungeon he was carricd that night to Maſter Foſers houſe 
again, and-the next” morning being Fri OE IO." COg- 
demned'to dic ,' after which teptence, the Judge having adver- 
tiſed him to-'confider the. fouinefle of his fa&;. demanded off 
him the motives he had to commir it; andprefſed him thereun- 
co for the clearing of his Conſcience, and ſatisfa&ion of the: 
Country : Whereupon he anſwered , That he had done it in his 
examination before the Juſtices. The fads refle&ing then upon 
him; put this queſtion to' him, Whether he had nothing eſſere (49s 


to reſtifie hirremorſe for his horrid mur: her? Re then being ſlow 
of ſpeech, and ofa reſerved nature ) made no anſwer , but deli- 
vered the Petition to the under Sheriffe Mafter MMawrice Eede,. 
to preſent it to the Judge; who, atthe Peticioners requeſt ,” cau- 
of no fameto be read in Court, which was accordingly cffe- 
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A Copy of the Petition. 
To the right Honorable the Judge, and tlie 


reft of the Honorable Fuſtices of the peace 
for the Aſsize and Goal-delivery | 


ke holden at Maidſtone, f 
'* The hamble Peijtion of Freeman Sands," 
Humbly (hewcth:, | | 


por your oendeme?d Petitioner finding the guilt of the blood of 
-E 'bis:Byother eryibe for 7 and that according ta. the 
Law and juftice a decree is paſſebtaghinſt him for death... 87 

- Thevefore in teſpeft of the ſbortneſſe of the time ſince your Petd-' 
rioner committed this horrid mrther,, axd finding the gaile and ſin 
tobe fo great before Gad and man, he humbly, in due obedience to, 
your Howonrs, biſcechbeth yau'mm the bowells of \' mercy;  avd texder. 
commiſerationof hun'in Jeſus Chriſt, that your Honours would he 
pleaſid:to addr afew daieslenger to bis life, that 1rre deepe? aud 
20r8 ſenfible apprehenſion of his fatt, he may mare penitent ly in xe= 
morſe and forrow of conſcience make his peace with God, and recon 
cile himfetf to his deſerv:dty and highly offended F ather,” that fa 
»ot onely hu may dic:inamore ſetled peace of conſeience , ' but' alſs 
teftifie unto the world the ſincerity of his Petition, 4-3 


And he ſhall pray, &c. 


Freeman Sonds. 
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To this Petition the Honorable Judge. Crook condefcended fo 
far, as to defer his death till Wedneſday the 15. of AzgaZt, this 
was afſign'd onely- by word of mouth and nor by fpeciall war- 
rant, which, together with-many weighty reaſons referring to 
che poor ſont of the condemn*d, and to clear ſome ſcandalous 


reports threwn upon his Facthcr and him by. a wicked foul» 
mouth'd ſervant; theſe with the. ewo forenamed letters from. 


Sir George Sonds to the High-Sheriffe in the behalf of his Sanne;, 
were the cauſe that 'the young Gentleman was not on tha day 
exccuted.' He had a weeks reprieve from Wedneſday till Tuefs 
day the next week, and wasexecuted on that day fortnight, on 
which his Brother by him was murthered, In all-which time 
how he demeand himſelf in fighs, and tears and groanes in 
his bed, in mournfull confcfſions and prayers to God.,, and in 
frequent reading of. his holy word, eſpecially ſuch-Pſalmes 8 
Chapters as were commended by ſeveral Divines to his Devoris 
ons, this was evident and well known tous. who inourprivate 
prayers and exhortations endeavoured the conviltionand cone 
verſion of his ſoul to Cod, who is the Father of mercies. and fore 
.givencfle, and never rejefted penitent and humble finners , 
which made Saint A#/tize thus beſpeak him in his devour 
Medizations, 'Et/5 ego commiſi unde me damnaye pores, at twnen 
anti ffi nrde ſaluare ſoles. ©Altiouph Lord, IXbave commic- 
&c.chet for, which thay Mighcct juſtly'damn mc,yer chere is mer- 
& cy with thee which thou ſtill reraiueft, for which Ihope thou 
© wile ſaveme. Aid .again,' Ss ad veniam nos vocaſti veniam non 
querentes,quantomagis venunn impetrabimns poſtulantes.  Secing 
thou haft inviired us ro accept ofa mercifull pardon when we 
did not ſeck ir, how much more fhall we find mercy when wee 
carneftly ſue far ic. Thus he in his meditations C, 39. 

It is not in the power of - man to outfmne mercy. Iexcept 
that peocarum ad mortem, x Joh. 5. 16. thatfinunto death, char 
ſin which he that is born of God finneth wot. v. 18. ] mean that 
damning fin againſt the Holy Ghoft , which is ( as Zanchy de- 
tcrmines it ) an open and malicious rejeCting ofthe truth, or 
oppoſition of God's word, againſt the light of knowledge, and 
thar oppoſition joyn'd with an hoftil perſecution of thoſe rhar 


are 
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arc the defenders of it. Saint FPan!( then Sault) when he war a 
-perſecutor and Blaſphzmer 1 Tim: 15, ctme near this fin, as 
Calvin proves acucelyon the x Joh. 5. but doing what he did 
ignorantly through unbelitfe ,, hee was cxempred from the ftain- 
ing guilcof ic. Now ſolong as this Gentleman could nortbee 
charged with this fin ( which carrics deathand damnation in , 
the nature of it ) and for as much coo as all godly Miniſters ir 
Kent, and other parts thought him fic to be pur into their pub- 
lick prayers, no man can be ſo wanting to Chriſtian charity,as 
Aotco entertain a beliefe or hope of his Salvation, cſpecially 
when they may charitably conclude from his enſuing humble 
confeſſion, as alſo from his daily praifesin Priſon( of which 
you ſhall have an account ) from his praiers, and holy purpoſes 
of redceming the time he vainly ſpent{ if God (pared his lite, 'of 
which he had no hope)and laſtly from his godly precepts which 
I took from his mouth, and ſet down in writing before his 
death, from all cheſe may bcinferred , that God, who gave 
him graceto repent, hath crown'd his Repentance wich re - 
ccption into mercy and forgiveneſlc. 


OUR — 


His confeſſion taken from his mouth 
on munday the 1 3:b- of Auguſt by Mr. Edmond 


Cr:ſp,a Gentleman,who is a piture of a true friend, 
another eAchates,a patron of fidelity,as ap- 
pearcd by his indefatigableaRings for Maſter 
Sonds in his extremity. 


| Freeman Sonds do hereby make my voluntary confeſſion, That I 
am moſt tryly ſenfeble of the horrid,and deteſtable murther. which 
1 have committed againſt my late dear brother Maſter George 
Sonds,-#n that moſt bloody , and inhumane manner as I did aft the 
Same: For which moſt deteFtable fin, an1murther 1 de from the bot- 
tome of my heart, and ſoul beg of the Lord Jeſus 10 pardon, and fore 
grve this my murther, [ conſole »y fins O Lord, and this my mur- 
ther is ever before:thy face, O ſprinkle my ſon! with ſome jv ecrg 
: | ops 
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OT OSWGINDNOT Ra 6» 


LID 


drops of thy blood, and waſh away this my marther, 1 confeſſe, ne« 
thing but the inſtigation of the Devill aid cauſe me to attempt this 
fin, which if it were poſſible to be undone , I ſhonld not dare to have 
ſnob a thonght again for a thouſand worlds : Firſt, becauſe by th's 
ſame cruell murther 1 have diſhonoured my Heavenly Father, whoſe 
Image I have killed, and marthered in my Brother. Secondly, I have 
Thos, deſtroyed, ſo much as in me lyeth, human ſocictie. And laSt- 


by, I have broken the Lawes both of God and man. For all which ſins, 


'my heart is truly and penitentially ſorrowfull , and do beg at the 
Lords hand, in, and for his Son, Telus Chriſt his ſake, ts maks # 


greater manifeſtation of this my ſorrow , that I'may weep day Ji 
night for this my fin and murther. | | 


This is my confeſſion and the very griefand ſorrow of my heart, 
deſiring the Lord in mercy to pardon this my great offence, 
for which, from the bottome of my ſoul, 1am hereby truly 
and heartily forrowfull, and fo Lord Jeſus for thy infinite 
mercics ſake, look upon me in thine own molt -pretious 
blood, and reccive my foul into thy heavenly Kingdome 
when [ fhall depart;this life:and in the mean time continue 
in mea true and hearty ſorrow for this my great fin and 
wickednefſlc againſt thee my Heavenly Father. 

| Freeman Sonds. 


After Freeman Sonds, Auguſt 13. 1655. did read the 

writing before ſet down, mm the preſence of us, confeſſing it to be 
for the main part , pronounced by his own month , and from his very 
heart fincerely ( though written by Maiter Edmond — and 
ſubſcribed the atteſta tion in the end, with his own hand, ani from 
his own minde , deſiring it may be taken 45 the overt att att of his 
penitent ſon, | 


Theophilus Higgons, Re&or of 
Hant.nin Kent; and 


Ro, Yate, ReQor of Be!ſmire. 


C P. 
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eA proyer which I composd for bis private 


devotions, ſubſcribed and daily uſed by bim , 
oft-rimes on his knees, in which poſture 1 often 
found. him=-== 


Br receive my ſoul when itſhall take its flight out of my 
finfull body, and reccive, I beſecch thee, the humble prayer 
that goes forth out of the lips of a peniccnt ſinner. O Lord 
Godmerciful and Gracious, my Creatar and:recanciled Fa- 
ther in the Lord Jeſus, when I call to mind the numberleſſeaboe 
minations; the vanities, the frailties of my difordered youth , 
ſhame and confuſion with horrour and dread covers the face, 
and perplexes the ſoul of thy paor ſervant, and I cannot bue 
look upon all chaſe tranſgreſſions through the atk of thy 
juſtice , as clad with damnation and clothed with Hell; and 
when I refle& upon that great hoſt confiſting of many thou- 


ſand thouſand finnes headed with a Goliah=fin, a fin of great: 


magnitude, a fin againſt nature, the murthering of my Brother, 
my ſoul is overwhelmed with grief, and drciveneven upon the 
Rock of deſpair, . | 

But when with the other eye of faich and hope Tlook upon 
thy mercy which is over all thy works ,. upholding and ſuſtain- 
ing thew, and ahove our lanfull works which thou uſcſt to par- 
: don ypon an humble and hearcy confeſſion of them; (that mer- 
cy being infinite , eafily covers that which is finice.”; when, too 


| Longer that greatatt of thy goodneſle,in forgiving a Mane[[eh* 


who had filled Zernſz/em with innocent blood, worlhipt Devils, 
and defied thee his God; To this exprefle of thy incomprehenſi- 
ble mercy, when | adjoin the murther and- adultery of thy 
Kingly-Propher Dava, the perjucie of Peter, the blaſphemicg. 
and maſſacres vented and .a&ed by Pan! ( then Sas!) againſt thee 
and thy Church , yer all received to mercy and crowned with. 
forgivencfſe, I grounding my:ottering ſoul upon theſe conſt- 
dcrationes, and relying upon thygracious invitation of ſinners ,. 


toge-- 
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"eogether with thy mercifull promiſes' of admitting them-into 
thy favour upon their unfeigned' repentance, preſame to begge 
' mercy of thee'my God inthename of the Lord Jeſws, who came 
into the'world to ſeek that which was loft, and to ſave poor 
—_—_— of whom I confefſe and acknowledge my ſelf to' be'the 
chiefeſt. 
Sweet Jeſus makea bath of thyprectous blood',, and bath 
my black polluted foul in it. | 
Waſh me throug bly from niine wicketntfſe , and cleanſe me from 
the gui of dHobedience to my/Father,and'deftroping my'innb= 
cent Brother. Oh let my prayers find the' ſame luccefle as as 
#4ſſeh his fiipplicationsdid with thee; theyatonceloofed him 
from his fins, freed him from his chains; and'of: a Captive 
made hima'King; and from*the'Dungeon of ' Babj/onreftored 
him to the Palace of Feriſalems': Lord, -thonartthe ſame for c« 
ver and cyer, thy eſſence is unchangeable, thy power irreſitible, 
thy love inexprefſible},- if thou/wilt thou canſt make me cleane ; 
Oh be pleaſed toaddenwillto thy Almighty power, and fay un- 
to my troubled'foul bythe ſtill voice of = bleſſed ſpiriez Thy 
fins are remitted; though I am nowa loathſome and monſtrous 
ſpeQacle of wickedneſſe, yet I ſhall be as white as ſnow, being 
clothed * with'the long:white robe my- Saviour's imputed 
rightcouſneſſe ; Lord, firſt cleavſe and then c/oath my.fou with. 
this pure and precious garment of my Elder Brother in Heaven 
my:Lord Jeſ#s, Let-his blood ſhed forme on the Crofſe ( which 
bath a purifying, ptote&ing* andfaving vertue in it) let that 
expiate my bloody aime in fhedding my elder Brothers 
on his bed ; It was done in his ſleep, 1 hope not to him inhis 
{ins, however Lord forgive the guilt of this ſinful circumſtance 
attended with baſe cruelty and unmanly cowardilſe, | 
Lord when | am dead, let me live in my example both of thy 
Jjuſticeand mercy, of thy juſtice in puniſhing meſo deſervedly 
formy rebellion againſt thee, and of thy mercy in giving mee 
grace to repent by ſoftning my obdurate heart,and vouchſafing 
pardon upon my repentance for all my tranſgreſſions; let my 
fall inco this pit, drive thoſe that ftand from preſuming , 


and let my riſing again to OS keep others that ſhall 
2 In 
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fin againft thee ſrom deſpairing of mercy, 

Oh let not the voice of my Brothers blood cry for vengeance 
againft this Nation, let the mouth of ic be ſtopped with my 
breath , and let the voice of my Saviours blood ſo outcrie that 
which Iſpilt, that his intercefſion in Heaven, and the prayers 
of thy ſervants on Earth may be heard for me, who am thine by 
Creation,Oh ſave me Heavenly Father,and thine by redemption, 
O moſt gracious Redeemer;Lord Jeſus Chriſt reccive my foul at 


its departure out of my body, and ftrengthen me O God the 


Holy 5 hoſt the comforter, that I may encounter with death cheer- 
fully, and taſt of that bitter cup gladly of which my Saviour 
hath drunk deep before ( and for )me, and ſuckt the poyſon 
out oſ'it, ſo that I believe it ſhall onelyprove a wholſom potion 
to releaſe me from the power of fin, to redeem me from miſery, 
and to reftorc my ſoul to an everlaſting lite in Glory. 


#/hich God of his infinite mercy vonch- 
ſafe unto me for the merits of 
my Lord Jeſus. 


This prayer is the Very ſenſe of my ſoul, and the defire of my 
as Crs. | 7 fo ; 


FaEEMAN SONDS. 


\ 
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eA Miſcellanie of divers remarkable paſ- 
ſages, and prafiiſes, of Mr. Freeman Sonds, and . 
others, during bis impriſonment : Written by a 
Godly and learned Dune, Mr. Theophilus Higgons, Rg- 
for of Hunton mere Maidfſton, and delivered to me,Aug.23. who 


have(ashe deſired in his letter inſerted ſome parte= 
cularsto his obſervations. 


SF. vs 


| #- is generally reported in Maidſteve,. concerning Sir George 
Soxds, the Father of Mafter Freeman, that no Religious dutics: 
have bcen performed in his Family. | 

Maſter Freeman Sonds told me, that by thisreport his Father 
was greatly wronged; for it was a conſtant courſe, ſaid he, in 
our Family, that after Supper, my Brother read a Chapter in the 
Bible one night, andI another, by my Fathers appointment : | 
afterwards he ſaid prayers himſclfe, all the ſervants being pre= 
ſent: This alſo is conſtantly affirmed fince by Maſter Charneck, 
Sir George his Setward, who hath dwelt with him twenty years . 
and faith farther, that beſides the former publick duty, his Mas 
ſter prayed by himlſelfe privately, Prayers alſo ( as he faith.) 
were often faid before dinner. pet] 

So then, we muſt not impute that bloody a& of the young 
Gentleman, ſo much toa want of Education in Religion, as to | 
a want of grace for the preſent,. which God did withdraw from 
him fora time, when he was under a ſtrong temptation; and” 
without which grace ,: ſupporting and preventing us , the Beſt 
may fall into the Worſt of finnes: ſo that the moſt fortified 
Chriſtian being weak (if we reſpe&his naturall condition) may 
rightly and to Gods glory ſay with Saint AmuStin, C. 6, Soliloq, 
Tentator defuit,et nt dee ſſet tu feciſti, locus et tempus defi't et ut 
deefſent tu feciſti; Afﬀuit tentator, non defwit locus, non defuit tems 
pres, ſed ut non conſemtirem ime tenviſti, Lord, the ran > 
<= tlmeg 
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«ime, and. opportunitic ofplace.was wanting,. and all theſe 
& wereſoby thy grace andblefſing: The Tempter came and aſ- 
<« faulted my-infirmity., I'wanted not opportunicy of time and 
& place; yct:that Iſhould noatconſentto him, Thy gaadneſs pre- 
vented me, Bleſſed be the Lord for his grace and mercy. Let hins 
that thinketh he [tands,take heed leſt he fall. A proud preſumption, 
and want- of pitty to.others, is the fictt ſtep co ruine and miſerie 
in our ſelves. 

Item, Whereas ſome in '/17aidffone reported , that Sir George 
Sonds, in his Letters to his Son Freemas( being in durance at 
Maidſtone)did not reproye as he oughr,his ſonnes great offence, 
but daub'd it over, &c, | 

"This report is, malitious and falſe; for in his firſt Letter 
about Azgu#t 13. and'in his ſecond, Auguſt 20. the day be- 
fore his Sons cxecution, he wrote very ſharply and fully to him, 
about the greatnefle of his fin, and ftirr\dhim toa very deep 
repentance, with ſcrious and hearty prayers to Godin his behalf. 
This appears by his words cited in the Epiſtle of chis book: 


S, 2, 


RN /NAfter Freeman Sords hath been loaded here with many 

; ricvous calumniations. It was reported, that he being at 
firſt committed tothe common Gaole, Azguft 8, Wine was ſent 
for him, anddivers Gentlemen with him drank freely, - he 
ſhewing no fagne of repentance or remorſe for his great offence. 
I charged him with it; his anſwer was ( and it wastruc, con- 
firmed by ſome of the ſaid Gentlemen ) that they had not one 
drop of Wine, nor any Bcer , and that for his part , he{ who 
was of the temper of thoſe Rechabites, . Fer. 35. 6: )drank' no 
Wine nor ſtrong Beer at any time, This is moſt true of him, 
asthe other report's moſt falſe, comming from the father of lies, 
who is too bufte inthe hearts and tongues of the merr of this 
Age; who reported likewiſe moſt falſely, that che Devill ap» 


peared to Maſter Freeman Sonds, ina vilidloſhape'; and thathe* 


kad a canference with him : This was trongly denyed*by ithe 
young Gentleman, two howers before he dyed, who ſaid , he was 
only 
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enly overcome by a ſtrong ſuggeſtion , from that old: Serpents 
the enemy of mankind. Let thoſe that report ſuch things ma- 
liciouſly bewarc, leſt for tkeir uncharitablenefſe, God give them 
up alſo to Satan, who may tempt them to commit the like, or a 
worſe fin. 

Items, It was reported here, that for the ſpace of three or foure 
years , hehad never taken a Bible into his hands, and had no 
ſign of Religion, Iasked him of it, his anſwer was ( asbefore , 
Se. 1. ) that every ſecond night , he rcad a Chapter in the Bi- 
ble, and ſurcly he had ir then-in his hands, beſides many other 
times, (but to have it in the hands is nothing, unleſſe a man have 
it with delight and love in his heart)And as he ever prayed with 
his Father at night, ſo Mafter Charnock, aforcſaid, afſured me ,. 
that when they went to bed in two ſeverall Chambers, his 
Brother and he did upon their knees at their bed-fide pray un- 
to God in private: and this was their conſtant courſe ; by imita=-- 
tion or injun&ion from their Father. Andit is farther teſtified 
by George Enthbert of little Chirt( who had the cuſtody ofhim; 
at the houſe of Mafter Foſter, Keeper of the Priſon, and truckled 
under him every night, from Azgsu/t 8. to /#guſt 21. when he 
dycd )that Maſter Freeman Sonds did duly cvery morning as 
ſoonas he aroſe, andevery night before he went to bed ,, fall 
down upon his knees at his beds-fide, and praycd by himſelte, 
Alſolteſtifie, that I faw a very good Prayei-book which he 
brought in his pocket to Maidſtone ; the Title of it is Crams of 
Comfort, a book full of good inſtructions, and divine meditati-: 
ons, Printed the thirty irxth time: and many can witnefſc upon 
their knowledge, that being in the Keepers houſe ,, he did:read 
the Scripture and the Praiſe of Fiety every day, eſpecially that: 
content of the joycs of Heaven. 


$8; 


A ND as touching his difpoſition, I found that, true which | 
was commonly reported by his friends , that ashe was no 
Drinker, C»no-ſwearer, no curfer, no lyar, pos proghons in his 
converſation, He reſolved to falt onevery: Tueiday fo =_ as loa 
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lived, Cbecaufe on that day his Brother was murthered ) and 
could hardly be induc'd to cate that Tueſday night, which was 
before the Wedneſday morning on which day he ſhould have 
ſuffered, if he had not been reprieved: So conſtant was he in his 
holy purpoſcs, and ſtcadic in his reſolutions: And I amperſwa- 
ded, that if he had lived, he would have made goed by his pra- 
Giſe, what he aſſerted to me that night, ſaying, © IfI were ta 
< live, ( as I have no hopes of it) I would wait on my Father 
© upon my knecs all the daies of my life. | | 
He was very willing to hear the Miniſters, who opened unto 
him the Scriptares, and ſhewed him the greatneſſc of his bluody 
fat: hc heard them paticntly and meekly, and comfortably 

joyned with them in frequent prayer: : - 
Though he heard of divers calumnies ſhot out of the Devills 
bow againſt him by ſome malicious Archers, yethe never was 
Rirred at ic, nor ſpake any bitter words againſt them , bur was 


unto his death very gentle and humble like a child. 


Sef. 4. 


BP: the firſt command of the Judge , he ſhould have dyed 
Anguff 15, whercforcI, and Maſter Yate, a good and 
faithfull Miniſter ( who afually attended him by Sir George his 
direction) did very ſcrioufly imploy our ſelves ſome daics be- 
fore, to preparehim for death , by inſtruftion and prayer; we 
ſhewed him che benefit and comfort of Abſo/nutiox ( for which 
purpoſe | dire&cd him to read the 4oth. content in the Prattice 
of Pietie, with ſcrious confideration ) with the grounds and 
reaſons of it: Whereupon he was very glad, and defircd greatly 
to reccive it, andafter a comfortable acknowledgement of his 
great offence, he meckly kneeled down , when I and Mafter Tate 
laid our hands upon his hcad, and I pronounced the Abſolstion 
unto him, which he joyfully received, we aſſuring him , ac- 
cording to Chrifts promife, Mat. 17. 19, c, 18. 18. John 18, 23, 
that ir being duly performed by us , and reccived by him on 


carth, it was ratified in heaven. No doubt but in this diftrakcd 


time, ſome men will blame our a& herein, but _—_— ” 
od; 


——_ mon 
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God, we can juſtific it by our pennes-and tongues againft 
them all. | | 


Sept. $. 

Bit now-followeth a matter of higher concernment inre- 
ference to Maſter Freeman Sonds, for now unto me and 
Maſtcr Tate was added Maſter Boremay, a Batchelor of Divinity, 
and Fellow of Trinity Colledge in Cambridge: who comming 
to Maidſton on Munday the 13th. of Augu#t , - 2::d hearing the 
diſtrefſed' condition of Maſter Freeman, came ur 160 him; and 
Joyning with as, did perform many charitable offi-cs for the 
good of the poor Gentleman, Thus then it was, M-ſter boreman 
cing. abfenc when we Abſolved Maſter Freeman, I ftaycd ll 
he returned frum Teſton, it was in the evening, ,ugn/# 14. -at 
| which cimeTtook my leave of the Gentl«man ( with grief and 
Joy for himYexpetting his death certainly the riex *dy,*'very 
car];" in the morning : but it was putoff till Azpguſt 21; for 

weighty 1s premiſed, | | 520g 
Upon my departure Maſter Freeman very humbly deſired 
Maſter. Yate ts adminiſter the holy Communion unto him, 
which being propoſed to Maſter Bozeman ; was agreed to about 
nine that night, afcer he had upon exzmination found the 
Gentleman prepared for it, being truly forrowfull for his foul 
fin, and reſolving, if God ſpared his life(which he did not hope 
for) to lead a new one in a moſt ftri converſation, &c. Upon 
theſe grounds, and after a ſh:zrt exhortation to the Gentleman , 
concerning the benefits and ends of the bleffed Sacrament, 
Maſter 7 oreman at the requeſt of Maſter Tate, did adminiſter it 
unto him to his great comfort;for after the recciving of it being 
aſſured by Gods grace of the pardon of his fins, throughthe 
blood: of Chritt , ſealed up in that holy Sacrament, He ſaid to 
Mafter Boreman, That he ſhould die the next morning as cheerfully 
as ever he went to bed: and it ſeemes his ſoul was in + calme and 
Tweet temper; for when Maſter Tate _—_ unto him the next 
. | MOrA- 
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morning to Walt on him tohfs execution, (which was tefpite# 
late that night. Maſter Tate, norhe knowing of ithhe found him 
firſt aſleep, which ſhewed that he was not afraid-of death; which 
he Jook'd on as a Droan, its fting being taken out; Fhe ting of 
deathis fin, 1Cor. 15, 55» h he befiev'd co: him was par- 
don'd; why then mighthe not have the Seal of-his pardon? why 
ſhould any man beſo wanting to charity, as to ſay, that to mt- 
nifter to him the Holy Communion wagto put 4 Seal to a blarks 
Can we imagine that his own-prayers and tears with. the carneft 
ſupplications of many thouſands ſent up toHeaven on his be- 
halfe, did find no acceptance with-the God of mercics, who ne- 
ver reje&cd:penitent ſinners? Andithis fins, were remitted, why 
ſhould not the Holy Sacrament Lua is-aSacrament-of Con- 
ſolation and Confirmation)be miniftred unto him for his ſtrength: 
and comfort? Is the word of Godiagainſ it? where by plain cx- 
reflion or good conſequence ? we profeſs our ignorance, wee 
| that forbids it. Wee highly reverence the judgc-- 
ment of our mother the Church of . Evgiand which appaines In. 
its moſt-cxccllent Licurgie, the Communion for the fick;, which 
iz all one for ſubſtance witlhiMr,. Freemavs Caſe ,. onely. a fick 
man miglit live, and he was aſſured eo die. | 
Bur we reverence yet more the decree of that great- and ſacred 
firſt Conncel! of N3ce( Anno Chriſti 325; ) which faith thus, .C, 


1g. Concerning thoſe that are near to death, wow alſothe antient and: 


death, he may not be deprived of his lat and mcefſary Viaticum, - 
rovifion for his death and long paſſage tocternity, to wit the 
Holy Communion. This was ſpoken eſpecially for ſuch as were 
under Ecclefiafticall Ceaſure:; but it followcth afterward! 
generally , that the Communion ſhall bt given to any man that is 
wear death,and defireth it. So ſaith the famous Councell ,. fo the- 


we Law ſhall be obſerved , that if any man be #ponthe point 


Gharch of Evg/a»dghisthe praRtice of the Univeriall Church of 


Chriſt in all ages; it was no-new Law in that Councell,. but /ex 
witiqua: an amticent Law- and. praftice in the. primitive 
timcs. | | 

Ifchis may.not fatisfie the ficrce oppoſers of it., and that pra- 


Rice. 
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Rice, yet perhaps Maſter John Calvir may be accepted. of ther 
Hear ther hs ;hpemersTte his Epiſtles. Co9/. 453. Printed: ac 
Geneva 2.Fol. 1616, 3 Dl 
Many and great canſes inforeeme not to deny the Lord's ſupper to 
fick perſons; and Col, 454+ 7 collett well, as 1 conceive, fromthe 
wature, end, and uſe of the holy myitery, that men, being in danger 
of death, ſhould net be deprrued of fo great a good. And pag. 455- 
he juſtificth ſuch a communion as not unlawfull though ina 
private houſe, and pag. 5F- he ſaith , 7 think thas the cuſtome to 
give the communion 10 ſick, perfons is willingly to be admitted. 
Then he addcth, Neither 5s #8 greatly to be repwgned( or _— 
but that the Communion ſhould be givento ſuch as are putt to deat! 
for their offences, which was Mr. Freeman Sonds his caſe.Concer- 
ning which Concilis ;wm,theCouncel of Mertz held An, 
$47. faith thus, E. 27. If #be holy communion ſhould be given accor- 
cording to Canomicall injunition to all men upon the end of thei 
lives, making a ſincere confeſſion of their ſimns, and bring truly peni= 
tent, why not to them alſo, who ſuffer d:atb for their offences ? for 
which-the Fathers of that Councell give their reaſons, which 
are too long and numerous to be inſerted in this place. If Cal- 
vin s judgement, with this CouncelP*, ſatisfic nor, hear yer the 
compleatly learned, and moft judicious Divine Hierow, Zan- 
chins, who in his Epiſtles, 1. 1. p. 7 Pn at Hanoviain 
OQayo, 1609. ſaith cxpreſily, That the holy Commnuion may, and 
ought ro be given to ſick perſons for their ſpiritnall comfort,whoalſo 
P- 421, 422, ſetteth down the refolution of the Minifters of Ge- 
»eva, that, where the Communion is given privately to ſich, perſons, 
the cuſtame herein is not to be raſhly abrogated upon certain conditi« 
01:5, viz. of their true faith, and contrition for their ſinns. So 
then ({ ro-puta period to this weighty doubt )the wholeChri= 
ſtian Church aflerts,that the communion ought to be givengif it 
be carneftly defired by them, to all perſons ready todie, fo our 
Church of Englazd, to Calvin, fo Zanchins, ſo all ſober Chriſti- 
ans maintain, and none oppoſe it, bur _ thoſe, who, being 
of an hot temper, and unruly diſpofitiong,the ofspring of Chay, 


(as St. Anitine 1. 1. de Covit, Dei. well atteſts ) have overthrown 
D 2 the 


the Thurch's wholſome- conſtitutions in this.particular, . and 
ſome others of great importance, totheir ſhame, and our great 
difturbance. | ED 

To conclude this diſcourſe , concerning the care which was 
had of this poor Gentleman's Soul in his reftranits. It pleaſed 
God to move the-pious hearc of the right Honorable and truly 


Noble the Dutcheſs of Richmond to ſend. from Cobham Hall her | 


Domeſftick Chaplain Maſter G#»tox, a rcligious and learned Di- 
vine to vifithim, which he did'on-Friday. ,. the 10th. and dil- 
courſed tohim of Death, of Repentance, and the ſufficiencie of 
Chriſt's blood ( or the efficacy of his meritorious death ) where- 
at Maſtcr Sords ( as I have it.under Mr, Gun:on's hand:) was ve- 
ry attentive, ( as-he cvcr was to all good inſtruttions ) and Mr, 
G#nton for his furtherance in devotion prefcribed-him che 25. 
38. and 51..Pfalmes, .which he frequently peruſed , for found 
him one day reading in- the Bible ( in which he took delight ) 
and perceiving ſome leaves turn'd down, I ask*d him by whac 
means orbywhoſe dire&is he read thofe proper Palms? he told 
me that a Miniſter who came to viſithim ordcr'd him to do it, 
whereupon I turn'd down leaves at the 7, Penitentiall 
Pſalmes ( of which two of the former are a part) likewiſc at the 
4th, of Gen. v. 7. If thou doſt well, &c.So God to Cain, &c.which 


Shewes that there was a dore.open for mercy,if he would have. 


repented of his fin, and at the 18: and 33. ch. of Ezekiel 3 wee 
added to theſe that ſoul-eſtabliſhine,Chap. the 8. to the Romany, 
Theſe and many more with the Plalincs and Chapters for the 
day appointcd by the Churches raubrick, were (bcfidees his 
_private prayers ) the ground of his devotion, meditation and 
pracice whilſt he was in Priſon. From whence he was (ifterthe 
commendation of his ſoul to God,. firſt by Maſter Hrggons, then 
by myſelf in private ) conveyed in mourning habit on horſe- 
back to the place of Ex:cution, many Gentlemen attending him 


with my ſelf, and that reverend Divine. . When he came to thar- 


place. being diſmounted from his horſe.he ftood like a mournful 


penitent, whilſt a difcourſe for half an hour and more was utte« 


redby me concerning.the hainouſneſſe of fin in general), and of 
his- 


| 
| 


NE —___—  —_— 


(. 27) 

his m#rther inparticular, together with the natureof Converſi- 
on, the parts. and properties of. it;.To, which wagadjoyned che 
freenelſe of God's mercy inthe Lord Jelug to' all - repentent 
ſinners; . this done, with an exhortation to the people to enter- 
rain @charitable,yand Chriſtian perſwafjonaf the/Truth , - and. 
fincerity of Maſter Sonds, his converſion to the Lord ; the peni- 
tent ncng at my right hand,a prayer was conccived to com- 
mendhis ſad and mourning ſoul 6 God. Thisended;he(having- 
meekly' and humbly ſubmitted himſelf rodeath:): hee went up 
the Ladder, and ſtanding in the midft of ' icwith great modeſty; 
and weekneſſe, hee defired the prayers of thoſe that were pre- 
ſent; he likewiſe withere&ed hands and cycs , did beſfeech 
God to forgive him his finnes'againſt his Father;-+and Brother, 
and praicd in few words fora bleſſing on his diftreſfed Father , 
and cloſed all with this reſignation of his ſoul inco the hands 
of kis Maker, faying with a ſoft voice ( for his nature was 
not to ſpeak either aloud or much )  Go&'sw1ll be done, and 
Lord receive my foul. After which words:the. Executioner did. 
his Office, and his body ( after it had hung a:good while ) being 
cut down , was put into a Coach and*carried to a Church 
notfarre from AMaidtore, the place is called Ber/ted, where ic 
lies interr'd, expeCting a joyfull reſurre&ion through the- mere 
cies of the Lord Jeſus, ” 


A Poltcript to the whole Kingdom. -*% 


T 476 tr fajing of S4nt Auguſtine, Deus non. reſpicic qui 
qua 


$4444+ 


J.morre, ſed ex hac_vitteximus: God regards not what 
death we dit, as in what fran: of ſpirit we are when we give up the 
Ghoſt. A manms:y;go to Hell upon a feater-bed, pes Heaven 
dying on a Gilbert. The end which Divine mercy propoſes to its ſelfe 
ext be prevented by binart means 5. and if God intends bis glory 
by mans ſhameful! death , { fee not but that I, and all here ſhould 
magnife hm. for it. It is Gods mercy to make us witneſſes of the 
jndpments of others, that we may be forwarned , ere we have an 0c- 
Cafion of finning inear ſelves, So then, if his Mercy and Juſtice, his | 
Juſtice 9» puniſhing, #is Mcrcy in releaſing andgiving 4 ſinner tins 
ro repent: If theſe two Attributes be advanced by Maſter Sonds 
$4s death, we have all great canſe 10 fing av Hallelujah ro God. TW” 
yet ſpeaketh : This is meant of his faith , for which his ſacrifice - 
was accepted, and by which he has left us, a.leſſon behind him, how 4 
30 offer wp our prayers and ſervices to the God of Heaven. | 


Thus our young Cain that killed his elder Brother , being dead | 
yet ſpeaketh: He by his ſhamefull death, | 
I. Beſpeaketh the prond Gallants of this Age , who minde the 
entward dreſſe of their bodies, wore then the inward ornament of | 
therr ſoules 3 that flarve the latter, and pamper the former , that | 
ſpend whole mornings 5n decking a rotten carcaſe , and fleep away 
theſe howres that they fhowldimploy in Prayer, and reading of the (0+ » 
1y Scriptares with other Godly books: Men('if I may ſo cal them) [ 
that look like Monfters , piftares of Phancie, and wilking Erb'ems | 
of vanitie: Theſe he, in a manner , b:ſpeaks thus: Look upon me, 
who have been guilty of your vanity ind idleneſſe, and know, that the , | 
#72 of Juftice never ſleeps, ſo tbat it will not conn.v8 at that finne 
in 
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is jew, which it hath ſeverely puniſhed in another, Tf you tru not 
ſpeedily to the God that made you throwing off your Tu of pride, 
walk humbly with him, ( Mic..6; 8.) na conſt ont. profeſſion of 
pietie, and temperance; _ you ſpeedily do this, he will ftrip you 
of your glory, and by ſome fearſmil judgment , bring you lawn', and: 
throw you into the put bf ſhame and wmiſcrie. Ex aliorum vulnerio 
bus medicamentum faciamus malis noftris. Aug, | 
2. To all ſtubborn Children he ſpeaks thus , Conſider what 
train of beavie Judgments followed xpon my diſobedience tomy Fa- 
ther, who commanded me: te _ that (which I a__ keep) wat: 
my Brother, which commund [ diſobtyed,, and thereby incen;'d eny- 
izdnlgent Father: Conſider this with your ſelurs, and by my exams 
ple learn obedience to your Parents, in (mall and great things. 
Confider what Saint Paul writes tothe Ephchians, Chap. 6. 1:- 
ard to theColoflians,. Chap. 3. 20. Child dren obey your Parents 
in the Lord, for this. ts right; this obedpence 54 moit jufF and meet. 
Ayain to: the Colofliany;. Children, obey your Parents in all 
things(that «re lawfull, good ; and rmidifferent )for this is well-- 
leafing unto the Lord. Parents ſhould nit provoke their chil- 
en, Epheſ. 6. 4. in ſo doing, they ſin, and may bethe cauſe of fin 
is thew, for which they maſt anſwer ſeverely defi God: andyet if. 
Parent: ſhow!d exored inſeverity,, and chaſten them according to 
their will and pleaſure ( which may bt imimederate and irregular ) 
Children ſhould geve them reverance, Heb, 12+ 9 510. ever rimene- 
bring that ingenious ſaying of Cicero , Non modo reticere homi» 
nes parcntum injurias ſed etiam quo anime ferre oportet : 
Oxr durie is not only to conceal the injuries of our parents, but alſo' 
to bear and ſuftain them with amock ſubmiſſive patrence. Stubborn 
avd diſobedient children were to be ſtoned under the old Law; thew 
w re they given up tnto the hands of men. But now nnder the Goſpel', 
God takes the matter chiefly into his own hands, andit is @ fearfull 
thing to fall imothem; he ever did and will puniſh diſobedience to- 
Parents by fearfull and ſhamefnl Judgemints, and to ſhew the horrs- 
Berneſe of this fin, the ſame death, viz. of Stoning, was appointed- 
for Idolaters and Blatphemers. E 
3ly. To-a/lIndulgent Parcnts he [praky. thus,” powre not _ 
the- 


(30) ©: 
(the ſoile of flattery and: ſoft ſpeeches") into your Childrens winnds, 
when they need Corraſives, or Pinegar of «harp reproofs. Ghaſten 
your Children betimes,* Prov.. 13. 24. and thereby hew your 
ire love to their-ſonles;.in the dawning of their tender years, in the 
morning of their: age, ſow'the ſeed of Religion, and the fear of God 
in their hearts, thes wilt their Maſters at ſchool, and Tutors, have 
leſſe to ds in the Univerſities; and have more comfort, eaſe, and 
credit in their Edncation, when they shall not'meet { as uſually they 
dee.)-with a double task,and labour, which is, firſt, to pull upthe 
bitter roots of Vicey, and to weed their: fouls of corrupt babits( as 
tying, ſwearing, &c: before they plant them with the Arts and'Scia 
ences,” and other” Aeademicall accomplithments; which plants will 
not grow well among ft Thorns and Briars. 1 wine 

Oh then let your Children bear the' yoke in their youth: , 

Lamentations 3 27. Break, - the finews of their proud necks before 
they get ſtrengthin *wickedneſſt, and: force them to obedience 
of . your holy and juſt commandi. He that- ſmiles on | bis 
Child,whenhe ſhould frown , and ſlatters hins in his.ſin , may juſtly 
be ſerved by him, as King David was by Adonijah his ſon, whom 
he would: not difpleaſe from his child-hood ,. to ſay, why doft 
thou ſoz 1 King. 1. 6: (05 the fondneſſe of cockering love) He was 
prnifhed for his doating* with rebeilion againff} his * Perſon: ' Ado» 
nijah (ſaves the Text) exalted himfielfe, and faid, I will. be:King, 
1 King. 1.5. So rommonly inau!gent Parents are domineer'd vver 
by theirChildren, who at laſt, for their juſt.reward , meet with a 
Rope, or ſame other Jadgment. | | 

4ly.To thoſe. who by reaſon of their boſonie ns. and open impieties, 

"are fallen into miſery, and lie wottrning in a Priſon; to ſuch he reads 

.. by his example, a lefare of conſolation, ſaying, as it were'in theſe 

-words: We may not alwaies meaſure the diſpleaſure of God by his 
Pripes; many twmes after theremiſſion of ſin. the chaſtiſements of the 
Almightie are deadly; ns repentance can aſſure us we (ſha'l vor (mart 
by outward afflictions, Thou forgay:ſti their tin, QLord,. and 
puvitſhed({t cheir inventions. - So David his Pſalms ſpeaking of the 
rebellious Iraelites, Onr hearty ſorrow for ſin may prevent the 

&ervall diſpleaſure of God , but Fill it may be neceſſary and good 

H0t 


upon theſe grounds miniſter the Saerament unto him & Mr, Y.who 
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both in reſpett of our ſelves and others, that we ſhould be correted3 
our care and ſuit muſt be, that the evills which ſhall nat be averted » 
may be ſanttified; which is, when we look, upon our ſianes in the glaſs 
of Goa*s goodneſſe, and Chriſt s ſufferings,and accord:ngly l ment and 
mourn for them by an humble confeſſion of them, and reſolving by 
God's grace to turnthe ſtream of onr lives backward, to become 
new men in ſobricty and ſtriftneſſe of an holy conver ſation, 

Thus did Mr. Fr. Sonds bewail his fins before his deathyand t» this 
he was exhorted earneſtly and frequently with great aggravations of 
them by my ſelf and other Divines forenamed, who for all our Chri- 
ſt1an paines and holy endeavours meet with reproaches and obloquies, 
( as our Saviour did i» his time ) from the envious malicious Phari- 
ſees of our age, who areit ſeems angry that we dd that by Gods 
bleſſing which they perhaps would have done themſelves,and by them- 

ſelves without our aſſiſt ance, and ſo get ( which was their aim) a lit- 
tle glory by popular applauſe to their proud perſons Then whom( to 

ſpeak, the truth which I do with much meekyeſſe ) 1 know no greater 
dr worſe Dawbers, as they call #5, They endeavoured once to ſet up 
therr Idol, their Dagon, and to fence it with a wall of Diſcipline 7» 
the Church,which they cemented with the blood,the lives and fortunes 
of many thouſand deſerving perſons, eminent for their learning and 

odlineſſe; but God be prais'dyhe ſtones fetch'd out of the Quarries of 

Scodand and Geneva are fallen upon their own heads; the wall is 

beaten down; The ſnare is broken, and we are delivered , from their 

intended cruelty and perſecution for conſcience. 

They are offended, poor miſtaken ſouls , with me for giving Mr, 
Sonds the Holy (ommunion the night before he was to aie* Hereby 
they ſeem to accuſe me of Fw ſtupidity and raſhneſſe, as 
if I had thereby abus'd the Holy Ordinance. Let them them read 
what hath been premisd, Seft,5, of the Miſcellanies concerning this 
particular, and let them conſider with what circaumſpettion, and cau- 
tion I gave it, as firſt being aſſured by Mr. Yate,a grave and knows 
ing Divine ( whom: Sir George Sonds ſent to his Son ) that the young 
Gentleman was prepared, being inſtrufted by him, and read for many 
daies the Traitat inthePraftice of Piety, concerning the Lords 
Supper. Secondly, I examin'd him my ſelf in reſpett of hu Faith , 
Knowledge, Repentance, and Charity , the requiſites of a worthy 
communicant,then thirdly, grounding my att upon a charitable per- 
ſwaſion of his true and and ; Hon ſorrow for his bloody fin, TI did 
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ouly did commicate, Tn fo dding 32 [ have offended none but thoſe, 
who will not g:ve the Sacrament to any but to them who are of their 
falion (and they but a fewas T am informed )to ſubmit to which fa- 
Hion& ſubſcribe to their decrees is counted the firſt and main degree 
of converſion; ſo that they of that Town that will not ſubmit ( aud 
they are the greater number by far ) they and their children muſt be 
debarred from both Sacraments, Baptiſm and the Holy Gommunion, 
which none of them canreceive living or Sings neither in pnblick, nor 
private, and without it many have deceasd, by whom it hath becn ear= 
neſtly deſired, Oh ſad and fearfull condition ! As I would not have 
the Childrens bread given to dogs, {o not denied to the C hildren theme 
ſelves, I mean thoſe Chriſtians, who live ſqberly aud ho=: 
veſtly with repute in their ſeverall calling 5, whoſ compaſſe (by which 
#bey ſteere their lives ) is Faith, zot Fattion, whoſe profeſſion too, is 


. not to ſide with parties, but to ſerve the Lord Jeſus. 


If Mr.Sonds had /taidthe leiſures of our Lording Genſurers, ad 
received not till they had given him a Probatz He had died ( 1 veri- 
ly believe without the Seal of his everlaſting comfart y * and that be= 
cauſe ( it may be.) hewas of a different judgement from them , for 
which cauſe my ſelfe with others are cenſur*d ſo ſeverely and unchrie 
fſtianly by them, who make us either ignorant men that know not our 
duty, or unconſcionable 3-en that wil! not perform it. But God forgive 
them, Qui volens detrahit fame mee invitusaddit, gloris mex,.S9 
ſaid Saint Auſtine orice to his yevier,fo. 24re Higgons, #17: Yate,aud 
any ſelf, who glory in the ſhaming unjuſt reproaches of our Adverſaries, 
To do well and hear ill was not onely the portion and lot of our bleſſed 
Saviour azd Maſter Jeſus, bt it zs alſo aurs, who are his unwerihy 
Miniſters. Malite will ever find atongne to blaſt the perſons ard blot 
the att ions of well=nieaning and defervine Chriftians. 1 ſhall oxely 
exhort thems in the words of St. Peter, 3 Ep. C2. v.t. | 

Miſtaken, ſeduced, and ſedycing Chriſt ans ,, laying aſide all 
maliciouſncſte, and all gaile and difſinulation, andenyic, and evill 
"__y as new born babes, be thnocent 5 aim, not 111urious to thoſe 
that are living, the. true Miniſters of God, not to the memory of the 
deceaſed Mr. Sonds, whoibaing dead yet ſpeaketh, and inthe 
fifth plate exhorteth all thoſe that lie- under ary Diabolicall tempta- 
tion, 4 temptation which is againlt upture ( as for anay to murtber ' 
himſelf or another Y he exhorts thoſe ( and all ſuch who are troubled 
in mind, or afflicted in Conſcience ) to open their minds to a godly 


_ friend. oz: compaxion yy to a CMiniiter eſpecially that is kyowing Atd- 


prudents which if Mr. Sonds had dove; he had not tommitted - ſo foul 
a fin. He likewiſe adviſes alt ſuch to be earneſt with God, and frequent in 
prayer, when they are ſo tempted. It is a gocd ſaying of .an antient Father , 
&« Gravis ſitnobis illius Tentatio, ſed gravior ut noſtra Oratio. His 
6: Temptation (7. e. the Devills) may moleſt and troable us, but let ns be 
<affur'd that our faithful prayers to God(who is above tbe Devit)do mach 
© more moleſt and difquiet him. In hoc uritur incendio,he is fſeorched and 
tormented with the flame and fire of our devotion He ts compared to 4 xo0a- 
ring Lion Fl St, Peter, 1 Eph. 4.8 now as 4 Lion 15( 46 the naturaliſts ob= 
ſerve) frighted at the crowing of a Cock,and runs away at the firſt hearing 
I it, ſo, the Devill will nor ſt and , but ceaſe from tempting ſo ſoon as a man 
etakes himſelf to the Souls S anit nary which i hearty praying. 

I demanded of MroSords 'once;whether he ſaid his prayers daring the 
time that the Devill did aſſault him with that fearful ſug geſt ion? his an- 
ſwer was, that hetwas at prayers, thenight before he did . fatt, with hes 
Father and his Family ( whereof his brother was one, and ſo went to bed , 
and died with prayer and his Fathers bleſſing) bat confeſſed that he pray- 
ed faintly-, -he ant formally, he onely heard anather pray, bat his heart 
did not join with him. It i an hearty, fervent, faithful prayer which pre 
vailes with God. 

T hrs mentionlnt of the Devill puts me in mind of a falſe anchrift ian re= 
port in a lying P amphlet; which was, that the Devil appear'd, and talked 
with him about two hours before his death, I ſhew*d hma the Pamphlets and 
demanded of him an account of that flying- report, he mildly(as his manner 
was to anſwer) repliedythat there was no ſuch apparitiony@+ that he was only 
aſſaulted with a ſt rong ſuggeſt ion which he believed ( as #5 true) i Ver 
the'Devill, ariſing from dſcontent and melancholy , which he adviſed all 
men to avoid and ſhun, as they delire inward peace and comfort , teſt they 
fell into ſome fearfull fin as he did. who fextly and laſtly, as his laſt legacy, 
( 4nd we know that the laſt words of David were, as the words of ' dying 
men are , eſpecially moted 2 Sam, 23.1: ) He deſired me a little before he 
was to die, to publiſh theſe very words by way of adviſe to the world, 
Firſt, T deſire all Gentlemen to learn by my example to read the word of 

' God frequently; and not omit their | rayers to him daily. 
" (He read the Brble, with his brother, by comrſe, moſt nights (as T ans 
' '7nform?d)) and j0ir?dwith' his Father in praier, but he did this then ( as 
it ſeems Yonely in appearante with an outward compliance, but not with 
' hearty and ſincere affeftions, as he did afterwards in his reſtraints. 
* Then is our reading af the word and praiers ſiacere, whenthey end in 
praftice.) E 2 Wh 


publique calling, 


T heje be the dy'ng.words of Matter Freeman Sonds:: and believe he 
empht ſay at laſt 15 David did, v. 2, of the forenamed Chapter, The ſpirit 


of the Lord ſpake by me, and his word was in my tongue, . -  - 

The Lord of Heaven grazt that what hath here been publiſhed may tend 
to the honour and glory of h's name, by the converſion of ſinfull ſoules, the 
co: farming of thoſe that ſtand, and the raiſing of thoſe that are fallen, As. 
men, Amen. 


— 


<A appeal to the godly Orthodox (lergy of the Church. _ 


| fl was a moſt true ſaying ofthe Roman Orator,(though in better lan 
guage) that there was never any a@ not ſo vicious,but in ſome age 
had a commender,and none ſo laudable & virtnous, but that it found 
many times a reprover. Thus of late havel-( with ſome others of 
my judgement and profeſſion) met with a fort of men ( who,l thank 
God, cannot meet with me, nor reach me with a juft reproofe) men , 
whoſe teeth are ſpears and arrows,their throat an open Sepulchre, and 
their tongue a ſharp ſword, whoſe common trade it is to invent crimes 
with defamatorie calummies,that ſo they may wound the perſons and. 
blot the reputations of thoſe, whoſe aRions are buile upon Scripture- 
grounds, and carried on with good intentions. It is faid, that the 


ink of the Cutr/efþſh poured into Lamps, maketh the braveſt and moſt. . 


exaCt picces of painting to be ſeeen with horrour, as drefſed with ug- 
ly ſhapes, ſo theſe wicked —_—_— ftirr'd upby malicious envie,. 
(which has for its companion(as her piQure is in Lucian) detration 
or calumny). when they have caft their poiſon upon the lighc colours, 
of a lifeor ation that is innocent, make it appear with hideous de- 
formiry.Fut 1 ſhall not dip my pen any farther in the ink of contuca- 
tion,to diſcover the men and their malice, who have rais'd a duft in 
MaidFtone, and the adjacent parts, which has flown into their own 
eics, as ticy that ſpit againſt the wind defile themſelves.. Þ could de- 
ſcribe chcir perſons at large(from true informations) that,two of them 
hadbecn Mechavicks and Tradsemen in theCity of London,one of which 
Mr. 7,D, is much ſpoken offor his profitable HERE" _ 
 Sonds. 


Secondly, I adviſe all Parents, not to ſuffer their Sons to live in dleneſſ; c 
(which expoſes a man to temptation.) but to mploy them in ſome honeſt 
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Sonas, and how he wrought upon him, and ſo far won his good opi- 
nion, that he defired him to lodge with him,this is conſtantly repor- 
tcd,though ic be moſt falſe; for Mr. Sonds utterly denied this thing , 
and ſaid, Hetroubled me ſo mnch in the day with his weak and ſimple 
diſcourſe, that I had noreaſonto deſire his company in the night, Yetthis 
Is miade a great matter to magnific Mr. T. D. and to vilihe ns the true 
Miniſters of Chrift,ſent by him, which cannot be ſaid ofchem. There ' 
1s a great ſtir too about Mr. 7. D. another Adeohanick.( which was his 
firſt degree co the Miniftry ) who prefſed ( with another beardlefle | 
youth). at the place of Execution to ſpeak unto Mr. Sonds(who ftgod 
then berween my ſelf and that revcrend Divine Maſter 'Hzggons it was 
forſooth to make him ſcnfible of his fin,of which it was canceived by 
him and his fraternity, that he had no ſence ( ſo raſh and uncharitable 
are they in their cenſures)But we ſuſpeRing truly and juſtly that his 
ſpeeches might diſturb the poor Gentleman(whoſe ſoul was © 2aAim, 

to ſpeak in Ehryſo/tom's phraſe ) moſt quictly compoſted and fitted, 

(Gt be blefſed, for its paſſage to eternity ) being affured of this,wce 
would not give way to this unſcaſonable intruder, to whom I faid 
thus ( it-is known with great moderation and mildnefic) that wee 
could not butthank him for his good intention to the ſoule of the 
dying Gentleman. but not approve ofhis indiſcretion, which defa- 
ces learning, and ſowres Religion,both which without difcretion are 
diſordered, wild and furious, 

Moreover I ſaid,that if hc had given a vilietothe Gentleman at his 
Chamber before his death, when he ſhould have met wich us to wit- 
nefle his piety, then I would have commended his Charity &c. Bur 
therc are Soh:tnge, thoic that hate the light, love todo whar they do . 
in private ( Chriſt evcr ſpoke in publick )- they love to make diftues- 
bance Che is the God oi order, and Prince of Peace, ) Are theſe then |! - 
che meſſengers,or ſervants of our Maſter Jelas? Arethete who have 
diſturbed the Church of Chriſt, and rent his ſcamleſſe Coat by 
ſchiſms and Hercftes ) fit perſons to quiet a diſtceſs'd conſcience, I 

ray God that be not true which 1 ſaid then rothis Maſter 7. D, and 

4 's companionsit was*that I fear'd himfſelt and that other made that 
unſeafonable motion to conferre with Maſter Sonds being at the 
Point of death, moreto be ralk'd of by the people,then oucot | love 
ro his ſoul , otherwiſe he would have been more tender then at that 
time to diſturb it, which, is now ( I hope ) out of the reach of malice, 

treed from the power of fin and Satan, and in the botume of _ 

: an, 


. xrue Penitents. 


| bang in that place of reſt which is provided for the faichfall and'atf 


But who are ſuch? was Mr, Sozas fir? | 
2. Queries which I ſhall anſwer bricfly, and fo (TI cruſt) fatisfie 
all parties who have loaded us with reproaches, and harſh unchriſtian 
Cenſures for giving the Sacrament to him. | a 
_ *x. Asitisan hardtcask to preſcribe a juſt psriodro the beſt mans re= *<; 
pentance (to ſay aſter he is fallen,he muſt repent ſuch a day, week,or 
month, or clſe never hope to rife) for the holieſt ſoul may cake long 
and dead flceps infearfull fins, as is evident in David, who after the 
murther of #ri«b, gc; between whoſe ſin and his forcow for it, tenne 
months had well nigh paſſcd; as then in the former cafe it is an 
hard matter to preſcribe, &c- So it is as difficult a task to deſcribe the 
parcs of repentance, and the true properties of a penicent, whois in a 
tframe of Spirit to receive the Holy Sacrament: However, what 
Laid upon the ſfuddain ( God affifting mc) at the yu of Execati- 
on, about half an hour before Mr. Sods died ; I ſhall now make of 
the fame a ſhort repetition. = 
x. That repentance isfound » which is grounded upon the confi- 
deration of Gods goodneſſe and mercy to a ſoul., inthe Lord Jeſus. 
2. This confideration begets that heart-compunQion, or grief of 
minde, which is by the Apoftle, 2 Cor. 7. 10. tearmed Godly forrow —* 
that worketh repentance unto ſalvation , mot be repented of, A gricf | 
or heartie ſorrow , that wehave offended our good God ,'our hea- | 
venly, and moſt loving Father: Upon which ſorrow, there followes 
in the ſoul of a true penitent, firſt, a change in the 2nd or Judg- 
mevt, diſproving, or difallowing that evill which we have ungodlily 
committed , and approving of the contrary good which by us was 
omitted. Secondly, upon this, there followes a change of the w1il/ 
which repudiates, or declines thac evill, and embraces with a delight- 
fall choice the good which formerly was refuſed, and enclines to it, 
as its chief joy and content, reſolving for the time to come to a& or 
do it. To this change of the will ſucceeds in true a Convert a change 
of the heart or affeftions, hating and deteſting that fin wherein we 
have offended,joyn'd with a love and proſecution of chat good dv ty ' 
which we did not, and is to be done. Theſe be the parts: and de- 
grees of an Evangelicall repentance,which being ſecond:d with a re- 
ligious pra&ice , that crownes all, are the xelſnewby which we dif- 
cerntrue Converts, | 
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ſur for pardon, hath not yet learnt how trexafu 


(37) 

And- having diſcern'd theſe in ſo ſhort a time as was allotted to: 
the deccaſed Maſter Freemsyn Sonds(as you have had a full narrative jin 
the former diſcourſe ) we conceiving that God in mercy to his poor 
ſoul had given him a true fight of his finnes,with a ſence of his mers 
cy in the Lord Jeſus, preſum'd we might after bis Ablolution, mini- 
ter unto bim the blefſed Sacrament, which is not ( without great 
danger to thoſe that refuſe to give it )'to be denied to any, that are 
not notoriouſly ſcandalous and wicked,--and ſhall; having heartily: 
defiredit ( as aSacrament of their Union and Communion wich 
Chriſt in his merits ) humbly confeſſe their fins in the face of 'the 
Congregation. , | 

Wil now any man dare call us. Diewhers of fin; orſay,. that wee 
Blanch it with a gentle connivence , - when that wee ground our 
praQice upon ſuch ſtri& principles ? The Lord rebuke Satan in the 
mouths of ſuch revilers. | 

For a cloſe of all, 1qſhall take leaveto givean account of whatI 
heard the laſt Lords day, September 1. at Saint Peters Pauls Wharf 
delivered by their Godly and learned Teacher Maſter 2Z.co that moſt 
Chriſtian Congregation, where I my ſelte with many did receive to 
our great Comfort the Holy Communion. His words punCually 
ſet down are theſe ( which ſuit with my jJudgement,and are the vc- 
ry ſenſe of the ſoules of the other Divines that did attend Maſter 
Soxds in his reſtraint, they being the ſumme of that Dof&rine which 
wee preach and profeſſe , and I hope none will ſay they favour of 
loſeneſs.) 


A 
He that acconnts it a ſlight and one: be humbled for ſinne and 
it i5 to offend God,and how 


Joyons te pleaſe him. 

To be humbled fer ſinne inits guilt , becauſe expoſing to wrath and 
eternall death, this may be meerely from a prixc'ple of ſervile fears |; 
To bee humbled for fin inits filth, as defiling the Conſcience, and 
polluting the ſon!, this may be meerly from a principls of ingennon? 


i ſhame; But to be humbled for ſinne as offenſive to 0d, loathſome to ſo 


ſacred a Maicfty and Drome a goedneſſe, this 1s the very nun and full 
growth of repentance(as to eontrition) whoſe reoting is that of a dutifall 


love ard filiall feare , whereby the humibiation becomes purely evay- 


gelicall, and moſt acceptable wnto God through faith in the blood of 
Jeſ#s. | 
To 
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